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CYEN delegates to the Conference of the Parties to the Climate Change Convention and 

fifth Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Proto col (COP15/COP/MOP5), Copenhagen, 

Denmark, December 7-18, 2009   
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The Caribbean Youth Environment 

Network (CYEN)  with the assistance of 

the Government of St. Lucia, the Dutch 

Government and Sustainable Markets 

Foundation (SUSTAINUS) deployed an 

eleven member observer delegation to 

participate in the fifteenth Conference of the 

Parties (COP 15) under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) in Copenhagen, Denmark from 

December 7 - 18, 2009. 

 

 

The Conference of Parties (COP) 

The Conference of Parties is the highest 

body of the UNFCCC and consists of 

environment ministers from 190 countries 

who meet once a year in December to 

discuss the conventionôs developments. 

COP is responsible for reviewing the 

implementation of the Convention and 

examines the commitments of Parties in 

light of the Conventionôs objective, new 

scientific findings and experience gained in 

implementing climate change policies in 

addition to reviewing the national  

 

 

 

 

 

communications and emission inventories 

submitted by Parties. This is done in order 

for the Conference of Parties to assess the 

effects of the measures taken by Parties and 

the progress made in achieving the ultimate 

objective of the Convention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COP 15 

The COP 15 was intended to finalise the 

terms for the next commitment period given 

the expiration of Kyoto Protocol, which was 

negotiated in 1997 and comes to an end in 

2012. 

 

 

 

- BACKGROUND  - 



8 

 

      Caribbean Youth Environment Network 

Preparations for COP 15 

The CYEN Fourth Biennial Caribbean Youth 

Exchange was held under the theme ñYour 

Planet Needs You - UNite to Combat Climate 

Changeò was held in the Dominican Republic 

from August 8th-15th, 2009.  

 

The Exchange was aimed at bringing together 

some thirty (30) youth leaders from across the 

wider Caribbean to learn valuable new skills, 

ideas, and tactics for making their voices heard 

on an issue that will significantly impact 

their future well-being. Especially, in light of 

the fact that the population of the region is one 

of the most vulnerable in the world to the 

negative effects of climate change.   

 

 

 

 

 

Including: campaign planning, international 

climate policy and the Road to Copenhagen, on- 

line tools, media training in the Caribbean 

context and more.  

 

The Workshop was held at the FUNGLODE 

facility and was supported by the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for 

Barbados and the OECS, Fundación Global 

Democracia y Desarollo (FUNGLODE), the 

parent organisation of InteRDom.  

 

Other sponsors included the Pan American 

Development Foundation (PADF), PLAN 

International, Peace Corps, Brigadas Verdes, 

Consorcio Ambiental Dominicano (CAD), and 

the Inter-institutional Technical Group of the 

Secretary of Environment and Natural 

Resources of the Dominican Republic. 

Workshop facilitators came from CYEN, 

350.org, PANOS Caribbean, the Dominican 

Republic National Council for Climate Change 

and Clean Developmental Mechanism as well as 

PADF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- PREPARATIONS FOR COP15 - 

CYEN participants with Mr. Marcos Herrera, Executive 

Director of FUNGLODE (centre), after he accepted a 
p laque from CYEN on behalf of Dr. Leonel  Fernández, 

President of the Dominican Republic  

The Exchange encompassed a Youth Climate 

Change Advocacy Training Workshop which 

covered a number of topics related to the theme,  
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Dr. Hon. Ester Byer - Suckoo  
Former Minister of Youth, Family and Sports  

signing the  
Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration  

Members of CYEN - St. Lucia with the  
Hon. Stephenson King, Prime Minister of St. Lucia  

after a meeti ng seeking his support for the  
Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration  

 

The Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth 

Declaration (SDCYC) was conceptualised and 

created by the youth leaders at the Fourth 

Biennial Caribbean Youth Exchange.  

 

The declaration calls upon Caribbean 

Governments to ñcreate an enabling 

environment for climate change education and 

to support a global reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions to below 350 parts per million as well 

as a reduction in global average temperatures to 

below 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2015.ò 

 

The declaration also calls for greater private 

sector support in achieving reductions in 

greenhouse gas emissions and more importantly 

greater engagement of the youth sector in 

climate change dialogue.  

 

This document was the main tool for promoting 

the Caribbean youth voice and for lobbying 

Caribbean governments to support youth in being 

integrated into the official government 

delegations to Copenhagen. 

 

To date, the SDCYC has been signed and 

attained support from over 1000 young people 

across the Caribbean.  

 

 

  

-The Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration on Climate Change- 
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As part of preparations for the UNFCCC COP 

15 in Copenhagen, CARICOM, through the 

Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre, 

agreed to support the appointment of a 

CARICOM Youth Ambassador on Climate 

Change as part of the Caribbeanôs efforts to give 

visibility to the region's concerns 

about climate change in the 

months leading up to Copenhagen. 

The youth ambassadorôs purpose 

was to, among other things, play 

an active role in taking the 

Caribbean youth message to the 

global community and to be a part 

of the regional advocacy platform 

at CHOGM and at COP 15 in Copenhagen. 

CYEN was approached to nominate a 

representative to act in the capacity of 

Ambassador. 

 

Notwithstanding the above, due to the large 

number of activities and events that the Network 

was involved in over the months leading up to 

the COP15, CYEN proposed to assemble the 

Caribbean Youth Ambassadorial Corp on 

Climate Change (CYACCC). The proposed 

structure of the Corps was: 

1. Dean  

2. Vice Dean 

3. Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary 

 

4. Special Envoy 

5. Caribbean Regional Field Coordinator (ex 

officio) 

The CYACCC was to be a talented group of 

individuals who will work together and act as 

ambassadors for the CYEN as 

well as for Caribbean youth. 

The Corps would work to 

enhance youth participation and 

the participation of the general 

Caribbean citizenry in climate 

change issues by acting as 

liaisons between all Caribbean 

people and in particular the 

youth of the region. The Ambassadors would 

have the opportunity to participate in relevant 

CYEN activities on a regular basis and be an 

important part of the Networkôs growth. 

 A committee was established by the regional 

secretariat to review this process. However, due 

to limited funding and feedback from the 

CCCCC, this was abandoned.  

 

Attempts were then made to enlist a high profile 

person to act in the capacity of the Climate 

Change Youth Ambassador (CCYA). The 

CYEN regional secretariat, along with the 

CCCCC decided to appoint Usain Bolt, 

Ambassador- at-large for Jamaica and three time 

Olympic gold medalist, in the position of 

  -The Selection Process- 

 



Caribbean Youth Environment Network 11 

CCYA.  We attempted to contact Ambassador 

Bolt through the Office of the Prime Minister of 

Jamaica, Bruce Golding. However, a response 

from the Prime Ministerôs office indicated that 

Ambassador Bolt had began his training 

schedule and would not be able to act in the 

position. 

 

Subsequently, CYEN received funding for 

youth from the Caribbean to attend Copenhagen 

from a variety of sources. SUSTAINUS, the 

Canadian Youth Delegation (CYD), and the 

350.org campaign, all North American youth-

led NGOs, came together to raise funds to help 

youth from around the world attend and 

participate in these important negotiations.   

 

As 350.org´s partner, in the Caribbean, CYEN 

managed the selection process for the region. 

CYEN also ran the selection process for youth 

from the region to attend the COP15 through  

funding provided by the Dutch Government. 

The members of the CYEN COP15 delegation 

were selected on an open application basis and 

selected based on certain criteria including age, 

gender, past experience representing youth from 

the region and nationality. This was to ensure 

widespread representation of youth from across 

the region.  

 

Ultimately the delegation consisted of eleven 

delegates, five males and six females from 

Bahamas, Barbados, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St. 

Lucia, St. Vincent and Trinidad and Tobago. 

 

The youth representatives from St. Lucia, who 

were selected by the CYEN COP15 selection 

committee, were sponsored by the Government 

of St. Lucia and the CCCCC. Table 1 below 

clearly delineates the sources of funding for the 

members of the youth delegation.  

 

 

 

 

Name of participant  Country  Source of Funding 

Arvis Mortimer  Bahamas Dutch Government  

Mariama Branker Barbados Sustainable Markets Foundation 

Bevon Currie Guyana Dutch Government 

Elon McCurdy Guyana Sustainable Markets Foundation 

Aldrin Calixte Haiti Oxfam  

Angela St. Denis St. Lucia St. Lucian Government 
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Nintus Magre St. Lucia St. Lucian Government- CCCCC 

Shashion Thomas Jamaica Dutch Government 

Roxanne Browne Trinidad and Tobago Dutch Government 

Ryan Baseanoo Trinidad and Tobago Sustainable Markets Foundation 

Yoland London St. Vincent Dutch Government 

 

 

  

Table 1 Showing the Caribbean youth delegates and their source of funding  
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On December 6
th
, 2009 the delegation held its first team meeting at the Bella Centre. The 

meeting was purposed to identify the specific objectives of the delegation, identify 

representatives to attend various events at the COP15 as well as to assign various roles and 

responsibilities. Table 2 below identifies those roles and responsibilities designated to the 

members of the youth delegation by the management team at COP15.  

 

The specific objectives of the delegation were identified by the regional secretariat, the COP15 

management team and the delegates. They are as follows: 

 

1.  To develop and strengthen linkages with NGOôs, institutions 

and donor agencies in an effort to mobilise financial and 

technical support for the future work of CYEN 

 

 

2. To represent the Caribbean youth voice and promote the 

work of the Caribbean Youth Environment Network (CYEN) 

by participating in activities (including plenaries, side events 

etc) to ensure that the Caribbean is represented 

 

 

Name of participant  Country  Roles 

Arvis Mortimer  Bahamas Participant/ Youth Journalist 

Mariama Branker Barbados CYEN Team Advisor and Logistics 

Coordinator/350.org 

Coordinator/Official Government 

Delegate/ Media Coordinator 

Bevon Currie Guyana Head of Delegation 

Elon McCurdy Guyana Participant/Researcher 

Aldrin Calixte Haiti Senior Team Advisor 

Angela St. Denis St. Lucia Official Government delegate 

- OBJECTIVES - 
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Nintus Magre St. Lucia Official Government Delegate 

Shashion Thomas Jamaica Participant/ Youth Journalist 

Roxanne Browne Trinidad and Tobago Participant/ Researcher 

Ryan Baseanoo Trinidad and Tobago Participant/Media Coordinator 

Yoland London St. Vincent Official Government Delegate/CYEN 

government liaison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Table 2 Showing the assigned roles of the Caribbean youth delegates 
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 To develop  and strengthen  linkag es with  NGOôs, instituti ons and 

donor age ncies in an effort to  mobilise financial and technical 

support for the future work of CYEN.  

 

The Caribbean youth delegation met with both the Communication Director of Global Water 

Partnership (GWP), Mr. Steven Downey and Executive Secretary Dr. Ania Grobicki.  

 

 

1. To review the relationship between CYEN and GWP. 

2. To emphasize the past work CYEN has done with the GWP  

3. To explore the scope for future work between CYEN and GWP.  

 

. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Representative of CYEN chosen to write an article on water for their magazine which is 

to be published in February 2010. 

2. Commitment to strengthen the partnership between the two organisations.  

 Members of the Caribbean youth delegation with Dr. 
Ania Grobicki, (second from right) Executive 

Secretary, Global Water Partnership  

Members of the Caribbean youth delegation with Mr. 
Steven Downey (back row centre), Communica tions 

Director, Global Water Partnership  

-The Objectives of the GWP meetings -  

 

-The Outcomes of the GWP meetings- 

 

        -MEETING OBJECTIVES - 
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The CYEN delegation also attended meetings with CYENôs partner 350.org. These meetings 

included: 

- Orientation meeting at the 350.org offices in the  

VARTOV Centre..Thursday December 3
rd

, 2009.  

Attendees: Mariama Branker and Ryan  

Baseanoo 

-Team meeting onboard the Noronna.  

Tuesday, December 7
th
, 2009., Mariama Branker 

- Team meeting onboard the Noronna Sunday,  

December 13
th
, 2009. Mariama Branker 

- Team meeting onboard the Noronna. Tuesday, 

 December 15
th
, 2009. Ryan Baseanoo 

- Final Team meeting at the DanHostel. Sunday, 

December 20
th
, 2009.  , Mariama Branker 

 

 

-Review of 350 strategic position at Copenhagen  

-Review of side events of which 350.org would be  

participating 

-Determined the specific thematic areas such as  

media and networking and develop strategies for  

these specific areas 

-The identification of specific team members for  

the thematic areas.  

-Review of logistical issues while in  

Copenhagen and creation of feasible solutions to 

 these issues. 

-Debriefing on COP15 process   

 

 

 

 

 

Caribbean youth following 350.org meeting  

Caribbean youth delegation in solidarity with AOSIS  

-Meeting Outcomes- 
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Project Survival is made up of vibrant young 

volunteers, who live and work throughout 

Australia and the Pacific. We have a wide 

variety of personal and professional 

backgrounds, but are united in our belief that 

the world needs to listen to the voices of 

those on the climate frontlines. Project 

Survival objectives include:  

 Assisting in setting up youth climate 

networks in Pacific nations. 

 Working on Pacific climate issues more 

regularly and comprehensively covered 

in Australian, Pacific and world media. 

 Attending the UN climate negotiations, 

working to reframe the climate debate 

around survival. 

At the Conference of the Youth- Five 

(COY-5), held between December 5
th
 and 

6
th
, meetings were held with Project 

Survival-Pacific Youth. 

The objectives of the meetings with Project 

Survival were to: 

1. Create an awareness of the work CYEN 

has been doing in the region as it relates 

to climate change.  

 

2. Share the views and opinions of Caribbean 

youth on climate change via the 

presentation of the Santo Domingo 

Caribbean Youth Delegations 

3. Create a declaration which reflects the 

views and opinions of Pacific, Maldivean 

and Caribbean youth on climate change 

issues.  

The major outcome of the meeting with 

Project Survival included the creation of the 

Small Island and Vulnerable States 

Declaration on Climate Change (SIVSD), 

available in APPENDIX IV  of this report.  

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the CYEN delegation  with 

members of Project Survival - Pacific  

- PROJECT SURVIVAL  PACIFIC  - 
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YOUNGO is an amalgamation of youth NGOôs from around the globe, officially accredited 

under the UNFCCC. The purpose of YOUNGO is to represent the youth voice at these 

proceedings.  

 

Constituencies have a functional role in the climate change processes a management tool   The 

constituency system contributes to enhance the participation of a myriad of individual 

organisations by clustering them to allow more effective communication with the secretariat, 

within each cluster, between clusters and with the Parties.  Too many constituencies would 

undermine that function. There are nine major stakeholder groups int he CSD process, based on 

Agenda 21 categorizations. The main objectives of YOUNGO are to: 

1. Designate focal point representatives for the global south and north. 

2. Manage information dissemination (secretariat to youth networks), and to keep these 

information channels updated..  

3. Provide a unique feedback to secretariat (youth networks to secretariat, such as 

nominations for participation to workshopsé) 

4. Respond to the secretariat requests and share information to facilitate the processes  

 

Representatives of the Caribbean delegation attended some of the YOUNGO meetings. 

Naturally, as there was no other Caribbean youth representation at the YOUNGO meetings, 

CYEN was asked to fulfil this role. To explore the role of YOUNGO and determine the role that 

the CYEN would within the YOUNGO organisation, a meeting was held with Mr. Aiden Abram 

of YOUGO. The purpose of the meeting was to: 

1. Determine the purpose and mandate of YOUNGO. 

2. To determine how CYEN and YOUNGO could develop a mutually beneficial 

relationship. 

The outcomes of the meeting were: 

1. Developing a relationship and a source for information exchange between YOUNGO 

and the CYEN. 

2. An informal agreement that CYEN would represent the Caribbean youth opinion at 

YOUNGO meetings. 

- YOUNGO- 
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3. Clarification of YOUNGOôs role as a constituency and the determination that 

affiliation with YOUNGO was not mandatory.   

 

  

 

 

 

Many Strong voices (MSV) is a programme being implemented by the Centre for International 

Climate and Environmental Research ï Oslo (CICERO). Their vision is to ensure the well-being, 

security and sustainability of coastal communities in the Arctic and SIDS in response to climate 

change. 

 

 

   

1. To collaborate and build capacity in the Arctic and Small Island Developing States 

so that people in these vulnerable regions have a stronger voice in: 

o negotiating international and national measures to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions; and  

o developing, strengthening and implementing adaptation strategies at the local, 

national, regional and international levels. 

2. To raise awareness about the effects of climate change on vulnerable regions in 

general and on the Arctic and Small Island Developing States in particular: 

o globally, to highlight the need for immediate mitigation action; and 

o in the vulnerable regions, to empower people in these regions to respond to 

climate change. 

 

- MANY STONG VOICES  - 

-The Objectives of the Many Strong Voices programme -  
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3. To increase understanding of needs and solutions, and take practical measures on 

adaptation by: 

o developing community-driven comparative and integrated research on the socio-

economic and natural conditions that shape vulnerability and capacity to adapt to 

climate change; 

o undertaking practical, on-the-ground projects on adaptation in coastal 

communities in the Arctic and Small Island Developing States; 

o delivering targeted products to meet demands for information, and tools to assist 

people in addressing climate change issues; and  

o identifying and promoting mechanisms by which developed countries can provide 

funds and resources to address the climate change adaptation needs of coastal 

communities in the Small Island Developing States and some parts of the Arctic. 

The MSV programme is developing along a number of parallel tracks, including research, 

assessment, networking, support to regions and communities, communication and outreach, and 

action on climate change mitigation. 

MSV contacted the CYEN Executive Office requesting that the organisation make a presentation 

on youth advocacy work in the region as it relates to climate change. Recognising the work 

CYEN has done over the past few years on climate change, MSV asked that CYEN make a 

presentation entitled ñ20 years of Inaction.ò Ms. Roxanne Browne, was elected to make the 

presentation on behalf of the group. The presentation was held on Thursday, December 17
th
 

onboard the Noronna Symril ship.  

 

In her presentation, Ms Browne, spoke about the work of CYEN in the Caribbean region in the 

areas of education awareness and advocacy. She also outlined some of the activities the 

organisation has embarked upon to counter the inaction over the years by leaders. A short poem 

about 350ppm formed part of her presentation. A copy of the poem is available in APPENDIX 

III  of this document. 
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In addition to the aforementioned networking initiatives, members of the delegation, collectively 

and individually, sought to network and share information with organisations such as UNEP, The 

Environmental Defence Fund, The Institute for Conservation and Sustainable Development of 

the Amazonas, Natural Resources Defense Council, Climate Alliance, Centre for International 

Climate and Environmental Research. Information on other meetings can be found in the 

memberôs delegation reports which are annexed to this report.  
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 To represent the Caribbean youth voice and promote the work 

of the Caribbean Youth Environment Network (CYEN) by 

participating in activities (including plenaries, side events etc) 

to  ensure that the Caribbean is represented  

Each delegate was responsible for meeting with the 

ministerial representatives of their respective country 

delegations in an effort to build relationships and 

strengthen those which already existed. During these 

discussions the representatives were given an 

overview of the organisation and the purpose of the 

delegationôs presence in Copenhagen and at the same 

time presented with an information package of the 

organisation.  

 

The chief negotiator of the Bahamas briefed the 

delegation on the history and intricacies of the 

negotiation process as well as some of the issues 

that were influencing the negotiations.  

 

 The chief negotiator of St Vincent and the Grenadines 

created the avenue for us to have access to the AOSIS 

group as well as to meet and discuss periodically with 

the group on a wide range of issues. He also arranged 

for a representative from the delegation to make a 

three minutes presentation at an AOSIS plenary. 

However, given the restrictions placed on the Bella 

Centre this did not materialize. 

Caribbean  youth  delegation with Mr. Edmund 
Jackson  (back row centre) , Environment 

Coordinator, Ministry of the Environment, St . 
Vincent and the Grenadines  

Caribbean delegation in conference with chief 
negotiator from the Bahamas  (front right)  
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During the delegationôs effort to promote the 

Caribbean youth opinion, the members of 

the CYEN team held discussions with the 

members of the negotiating team of the 

Caribbean Community Climate Change 

Centre (CCCCC) and with the Grenada 

Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations Ambassador and Chairperson of the 

AOSIS group H.E. Dr. Dessima Williams. 

On December 11, 2009 during a press 

briefing Ambassador Williams publicly 

recognised the organisation and commended 

it for its climate change advocacy work.  

 

Ambassador Williams requested that    

members of the delegation provide periodic 

logistical support to the AOSIS secretariat 

for the remaining of the conference. The 

delegation readily acceded to Ambassador 

Williamôs request. 

  

This engagement though short lived gave us 

the opportunity to interact with Mr. Angus 

Friday from the World Bank and the lead 

negotiators of the AOSIS. It was also 

instrumental in the delegation meeting and 

delivering its information package to several 

Prime Ministers. 

 

 

Members of the Caribbean youth delegation 
presenting the Santo Domingo Declaration to Hon. 

Tillman Thomas, Prime Minister of Grenada  

Mem bers of the Caribbean youth delegation 
meeting with Hon . Basdeo Jagdeo , President of 

Guyana  
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A meeting was held with Executive 

Secretary of the UNFCCC, Mr. Yvo de Boer 

and a CYEN member who briefly 

introduced the organisation to the Secretary 

and outlined the purpose of the delegation at 

the Conference. 

 

 

By the end of the conference all of the 

CARICOM Head of Governments present at 

the conference, high level technocrats 

received copies of the CYEN information 

package.
1
 

These efforts were augmented by a special 

meeting which delegation, courtesy of Prime 

                                                 
1
 The CYEN package included the Santo Domingo 

Caribbean Youth Declaration, CYEN contact 

information and a brief of CYENôs work over three 

years on climate change education and advocacy.  

Minister of St Lucia, Hon. Mr. Stephenson 

King. as well as CARICOM  Secretary 

General, H.E. Mr. Edwin Carrington; 

CARICOM Assistant Secretary-General 

Human and Social Development, Dr Edward 

Greene; St Lucia's Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary with 

responsibility for the OECS, CARICOM and 

Diaspora Affairs, Office of the Prime 

Minister and Public Relation, Dr June 

Soomer, Officer of AOSIS Mr. Michael 

Bascombe. CYEN was represented by Ms. 

Mariama Branker, Mr. Nintus Magre, Ms. 

Angela St. Denis and Ms. Yoland London. 

 

The meeting focused on the role CYEN can 

play in environmental projects and activities 

within the Caribbean Community in general 

with specific emphasis on the partnership 

between CYEN ï St Lucia and the St Lucian 

Government.  

Member of Caribbean youth del egation 
and Yvo de Boer, UNFCCC Secretary 

General  
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- 

Both the Secretary General and the Deputy 

Secretary General, expressed great interest 

in working with CYEN in the future and 

their desire to see more young people 

involved in environmental matters especially 

at the level of the CARICOM Youth 

Ambassadorial Corps.     

 

The Deputy Secretary General took the 

opportunity to brief the CYEN 

representatives on the 

CARICOM Youth Summit 

scheduled for January 

2010 in Suriname and to 

extend an invitation to the 

organisation to be a part of the preparatory 

work, drafting documentation and compiling 

existing documents on climate change and 

youth for the summit.  

 

He also spoke about getting youth 

throughout the region to speak to their 

parliamentarians on the importance of taking 

action against climate change. The meeting 

culminated with the ceremonial handing 

over of the signatures 

collected from youth around 

the region to Prime Minister 

King. 
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Throughout the delegationôs stay in Copenhagen the various members participated in several 

media engagements, aimed at promoting the Caribbean youth voice. Table 3 below highlights the 

media sessions conducted by the CYEN delegation.  

 

Name of Media House Date of Interview CYEN Representative 

Copenhagen Television December 6
th
, 2009 Arvis, Shashion, Yoland and 

Roxanne 

CNN December 8
th
, 2009 Bevon , Roxanne 

PANOS December 9
th
, 2009 Arvis, Bevon, Mariama, 

Ryan, Elon, Shashion, Yoland 

and Roxanne 

Jamaica Observer December 9
th
, 2009 Arvis, Bevon, Mariama, 

Ryan, Elon, Shashion, Yoland 

and Roxanne 

Global Observatory December  10
th
, 2009 Bevon  

COP15 Newspaper December 15
th
, 2009 Ryan  

Members of the Caribbean youth delegation being interviewed by  Indi Mclymont - Lafayette, 
PANOS Caribbean and Petre Williams - Raynor, Jamaica Observer  

- MEDIA MOBILISATION - 
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UN Radio December 16
th
, 2009 Mariama, Angela and Nintus 

MSV magazine December 17
th
, 2009 Roxanne, Mariama 

French Television Station December 17
th
, 2009 Bevon, Yoland 

Kaieteur News Paper January 4
th
, 2010 Bevon  

 

Table 3. Showing media sessions conducted with Caribbean youth in Copenhagen 

 

To enhance its effort to gain maximum publicity, the delegation in collaboration with the 

Sustainable Markets Foundation and Project Survival held a joint press conference on December 

15
th
 2009. A copy of the press statement is available in APPENDIX I . This press conference 

was broadcast live on the UNFCCC website and resulted in an interview with UNRadio the 

following day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the press conference was to publicly announce the Caribbean youthôs support for 

the AOSIS proposal, and the Liliendaal Declaration on Sustainable Development. The press 

conference was also conducted to demonstrate support for the leadership demonstrated by 

Caribbean leaders and to highlight the SDCYD as well as the SIVSD. 

Caribbean Youth Delegation at the joint press conference with Project Survival Pacific  

representative Raj Subhashini (second from left)  
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The activities which the delegation 

participated in created tremendous 

opportunities for personal growth and 

development for every 

member of the delegation.  

 

Members were given the 

opportunity to observe the 

negotiation process, 

participate and formulate 

advocacy positions with their 

peers, listen to presentations 

and best practices of what 

other non-governmental organisations, inter-

governmental organisations and 

governments are doing in climate change.  

The delegation also had access to a wide 

volume of environmental literature which 

will inform their intervention at the national 

and regional levels. 

 

It also provided an opportunity 

for them to view motion pictures 

on environment related projects 

and programmes around the 

world as well as to see where 

training and educational 

opportunities are available. 

 

This exposure created the environment for 

members to use the information received to 

strengthen their respective CYEN chapter as 

well as the CYEN regional body. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Conference of Youth (COY) was held from December 5
th
 to 6

th
 at the 

University of Copenhagen, City Campus. COY is a youth lead and youth 

focused event which for the past five years has preceded the Conference of 

Parties. 

The COY5 was planned and implemented by youth from YOUNGO.  It 

included key note speeches as well as capacity and skill building workshops 

in areas such as new media development, facilitation skills etc.  

The COY5 was an avenue to meet and interact with youth involved in 

climate change advocacy from around the world.  At the COY5, youth from the Small Island 

- PERSONAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT  - 

-The Conference of Youth Five -  
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Developing States- the Maldives, Pacific and Caribbean created the Small Island and Vulnerable 

States Youth Declaration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The document was fully supportive of the goals of the AOSIS shared vision document, the 

Lilliendaal Declaration on Sustainable Development, the Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth 

Declaration, the Pasifika Youth declaration and the Maldivian Youth declaration 

on Climate Change 
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The UN Climate Change Conference in 

Copenhagen was, in many ways, an historic 

event. It marked the culmination of two 

years of intensive negotiations under the 

United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC); it was also the 

largest climate change conference which 

saw over twenty thousand participants 

including one hundred and fifteen (115) 

head of government in attendance in 

addition to the phenomenal prominence in 

which climate change has featured on the 

international agenda.  

However, feelings about the outcome of the 

COP 15 process are, at best, mixed and 

some even consider the Conference to be a 

failure.  

For the Caribbean Youth Environment 

Networkôs delegation it was a bitter sweet 

experience. The Caribbean Youth 

Environment Network  

 

delegation attended the COP 15 negotiations 

recognizing that our Caribbean leaders were 

clearly committed to the development of a 

legally binding agreement that would clearly 

outline specific targets to lower global 

carbon emission levels to below 350ppm 

and a reduction in global temperature rise to 

levels to no more the 1.5C.  

 

 

However this did not materialize, instead a 

non-legally binding agreement termed  

ñThe Copenhagen Accordò was created in 

the final days of the conference by 

representatives of the United States, China, 

Brazil, India and South Africa. The 

document was then officially accepted by 

the UNFCCC as the outcome document of 

the COP15. 

- ANALYSIS OF COP15 - 

-The Copenhagen Accord-  
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Some of the major points of the Copenhagen 

accord include: 

o The provision of US$30 billion for the 

period 2010-2012 for adaption for 

Small Island and vulnerable states. 

Long-term financing of a further 

US$100 billion a year by 2020 will be 

mobilized from a variety of sources.  

 

o The establishment of four new bodies: a 

mechanism on REDD-

plus, a High-Level Panel 

under the COP to study 

the implementation of 

financing provisions, the 

Copenhagen Green 

Climate Fund and a 

Technology Mechanism.  

 

o A final statement of a 

possibility to changing the 

long-term goal of 

reducing global 

temperature rise to levels of no more 

the 1.5C. A position ardently argued by 

the Caribbean region and indeed all 

small island states. The absence of 

these provisions ignores the urgency of 

the climate change risk to the 

Caribbeanôs economy, food security 

and the health, wellbeing and safety of 

the present. and future generations.   

 

By virtue of its very definition the accord is 

simply a harmony of ideas of some of our 

global heads of government.  This document 

in our respective view has many short 

comings in that it does not 

specify any quantifiable 

emission reduction objectives 

which in our view is a death 

sentence to Vulnerable 

Islands and States.  

 

Some  critiques of the accord 

include: 

o The lack of a clear 

operational mechanism for 

how countries can access the 

funds  

o No clear statement on how soon funds 

will be made available so that the 

region can begin its mitigation and 

adaptation programmes.  
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Ultimately, the Caribbean needs a firm decision to be made on the climate change debate to be 

made by the COP16 if we are to try to avoid the catastrophic impacts of climate change. We 

cannot continue to have long negotiations without clear and legally enforceable outcomes.
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Specifically for the Caribbean region , COP 15 was successful for the following reasons: 

i. The establishment of the sustainable 

energy initiative fund- SIDS-Dock 

Caribbean governments, along with the 

Pacific and Mediterranean countries 

launched an initiative at the COP15 to 

reduce emissions and pursue low carbon 

development. SIDS-Dock is an institutional 

mechanism which will allow small island 

nations to transition into clean energy 

economies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It provides an opportunity for small islands 

to access new technologies as well as 

increased financing for mitigation efforts, 

from public and private sources in the EU 

and US carbon trade markets.   

 

 

ii.  The creation of REDD plus 

initiatives 

REDD, or reduced emissions from 

deforestation and forest degradation, is one 

of the most controversial issues in the 

climate change debate. The basic concept is 

simple: governments, companies or forest 

owners in the South should be rewarded for 

keeping their forests instead of cutting them 

down. The idea of making payments to 

discourage deforestation and forest 

degradation was discussed in the 

negotiations leading to the Kyoto Protocol, 

but it was ultimately rejected.  
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REDD developed from a proposal in 2005 

by a group of countries calling themselves 

the Coalition for Rainforest Nations. Two 

years later, the proposal was taken up at the 

Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC in 

Bali (COP-13). An agreement on REDD 

was to be made at COP-15. 

 

In 2007 at the COP 13, óThe Bali Road 

Mapò was created. It included ñThe Bali 

Action Planò which identified a two-track 

process (Convention and Kyoto Protocol) 

aimed at the identification of a post-2012 

global climate system, which was to be 

adopted by COP15. The Bali Action Plan 

called for ñPolicy approaches and positive 

incentives on issues related to reducing 

emissions from deforestation and forest 

degradation in developing countries; and the 

role of conservation, sustainable 

management of forests and enhancement of 

forest carbon stocks in developing 

countriesò.  

 

The above paragraph (paragraph 1b(iii)) is 

referred to as ñREDD-plus,òit is the only 

agreed text we have on REDD. 

: 

For Caribbean countries, with large forests 

such as Guyana, Suriname and Belize. 

REDD plus presents a sustainable way of 

developing their economies while preserving 

the natural environments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guyana so far has been leading this 

initiative in the region with the development 

of tits Low Carbon Development Strategy. 

(http://www.lcds.gov.gy/images/stories/Doc

uments/second%20draft%20for%20review

%20-

%20guyana%20low%20carbon%20develop

ment%20strategy.pdf)  

The Copenhagen Accord acknowledges the 

importance of REDD plus. REDD plus will 

ensure that rain forest countries like Guyana 

benefit from rainforest protection incentives, 

which were not accessible to them under the 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2007/cop13/eng/06a01.pdf
http://www.lcds.gov.gy/images/stories/Documents/second%20draft%20for%20review%20-%20guyana%20low%20carbon%20development%20strategy.pdf
http://www.lcds.gov.gy/images/stories/Documents/second%20draft%20for%20review%20-%20guyana%20low%20carbon%20development%20strategy.pdf
http://www.lcds.gov.gy/images/stories/Documents/second%20draft%20for%20review%20-%20guyana%20low%20carbon%20development%20strategy.pdf
http://www.lcds.gov.gy/images/stories/Documents/second%20draft%20for%20review%20-%20guyana%20low%20carbon%20development%20strategy.pdf
http://www.lcds.gov.gy/images/stories/Documents/second%20draft%20for%20review%20-%20guyana%20low%20carbon%20development%20strategy.pdf
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Kyoto protocol.  REDD plus must carefully 

consider the role of the indigenous peopleôs 

whose depend on the forest for their 

livelihoods.  

 

iii.  Development of the relationship 

between Caribbean youth and 

our governments 
  

One of the major goals of the Caribbean 

youth delegation was to have us integrated 

into our respective national delegations, to 

ensure access to the negotiation process and 

to sessions which would normally be 

restricted to high level technocrats, 

presidents and prime ministers. 

 

Despite the fact that this was not the case for 

all the members of the team, the negotiations 

provided an avenue for CYEN youth to lay 

the foundations for a relationship between 

their national CYEN chapter and their 

respective governments.  

Those CYEN team members who were 

members of their national delegations were 

able to get the Caribbean and indeed Small 

Island Developing States (SIDS) youth 

opinion directly to our leaders.  

 

iv. Building relationships with 

other civil society organisations 

To us the greatest success of COP 15 

was the provision of a platform, for 

greater activism and collaboration by 

members of civil society on the need to 

address the issue of climate change.  It 

provided the opportunity for the 

development and strengthening of 

networks for youth and civil  society.
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The success of the delegation can be measured by the outcomes and outputs of the work done by 

the delegation members in Copenhagen. 

 

1. The members of the Caribbean 

Community Climate Change 

negotiation team, President of Guyana, 

Prime Minister of St Lucia, Belize, 

Bahamas and heads of delegation for all 

Caribbean member states received the 

information packet, which outlined  the 

work of the organisation and its 

position on climate change. 

 

2. The Chairperson and lead negotiators of 

the AOSIS were informed about the 

organisation and its work which the 

publicly commended in their press 

conference to present the groupôs 

position paper- the AOSIS protocol
2
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2
 (http://www.slideshare.net/ecopreneur/aosis-

proposal-for-kp-survival-and-new-copenhagen-

protocol-final). 

 

3. As a result of the work of the delegation 

influential organisation all sought 

audience with the delegation to get a 

better understanding of the work of the 

organisation and to explore possibilities 

of future collaborations. 

http://www.slideshare.net/ecopreneur/aosis-proposal-for-kp-survival-and-new-copenhagen-protocol-final
http://www.slideshare.net/ecopreneur/aosis-proposal-for-kp-survival-and-new-copenhagen-protocol-final
http://www.slideshare.net/ecopreneur/aosis-proposal-for-kp-survival-and-new-copenhagen-protocol-final
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While, the Caribbean youth delegation was successful in achieving some of its goals and 

objectives, it is of critical importance to highlight that there were also several limitations which 

prevented the team from operating to its fullest. These issues included: 

 

1. Non-governmental organisations were not 

allowed access to the Bella Centre in the 

final week of negotiations. This meant 

that networking and other important tasks 

could not have been conducted by all 

members of the organisation This was 

further compounded by the 

implementation of secondary high level 

passes which prevented some members of 

the delegation from participating in the 

final negotiations.   

 

2. Due to the team receiving sponsorship 

from various sources, the delegation was 

booked in different locations for 

accommodations. This hindered the team 

from engaging in team-building activities 

and conducting necessary meetings. 

 

 

 

3. No response was received from 

regional media houses when contacted 

to provide updated information on the 

COP15 process. This meant that the 

Caribbean public could not be updated 

on the state of the COP 15 process, 

especially from the perspective of 

Caribbean youth. 

 

4. In some instances team members 

reported hostility and indifference when 

approaching their government leaders 

on being integrated into the official 

delegations to the COP15.  This speaks 

to some government representatives not 

fully understanding the importance of 

incorporating youth in the climate 

change process. However, we do 

recognise that as youth we must 

develop the relationship with our 

governments and demonstrate clear 

commitment to the cause to ensure 

integration into the process.  

 

 

 

 

 

- LIMITATIONS  - 
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The following list of recommendations is intended to enhance any further Caribbean youth 

presence at the COP negotiations. These include: 

1. Networking 

o Establishing and building 

connections with youth from the 

international youth climate 

movement with the view of 

exchanging ideas and understanding 

the priorities of all regions. These 

connections will provide the 

opportunity to share technical 

capacity among youth organisations.  

 

o Every effort should be made to 

continue to build relationships with 

Caribbean government leaders. It is 

of critical importance that youth be 

accredited as part of their official 

delegations, to ensure that Caribbean 

youth can fully participate in the 

COP process.  

 

o A task force should be established in 

CYEN to identify funding, 

collaboration and project 

opportunities with the aim of 

prioritising for future COPs and 

climate change programming. 

 

 

2. Media Mobilisation 

o To build upon public awareness and 

education programmes on climate 

change and COP15 process, it is 

important for the media to be 

involved. The media play a very 

important role in getting information 

to the general public and to young 

people. Caribbean governments 

should include a journalist or media 

correspondent in their delegations. 

Their role would be to provide 

updates on the process at 

Copenhagen.  

. 

 

o Alternatively, national CYEN 

chapters should receive daily 

reports from any future COP 

delegations so that up-to-date 

information can be dispersed to 

local media houses. This will help 

to build the awareness of the COP 

negotiations with the general public 

at a national level. Where possible 

these connections with the media 

- RECOMMENDATIONS - 
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should be made prior to the 

departure of the CYEN team. 

o Greater use should be made of 

social media (Facebook, Ning) to 

get information to the public. 

 

3. Selection Process 

o Participants who apply to attend 

the COP should have participated 

in local or regional media training 

as well as should demonstrate clear 

understanding of the UNFCCC 

process and outcomes of previous 

negotiations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Capacity Building 

o National chapters should host 

training workshops on working 

effectively with the media as well 

as on the UNFCCC process and 

climate policy. This will help to 

build on training received at 

regional and international levels. 
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The UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen was, in many ways, an historic event. It 

marked the culmination of two years of intensive negotiations under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The high-level segment brought 

together 115 Heads of State and Government, and was widely reported as one of the largest high-

level gathering outside New York.  

 

 

Although the results derived from the conference were not as expected, it provided a wealth of 

opportunities for CYEN as a movement. It created a pool of exposed and knowledgeable human 

resources with the capacity to strengthen the movement as well as an opportunity for the 

organisation to access information and networks that will  boost its work in the future. 

 

 

The views and perspectives of the CYEN delegation to the COP15 are important to allow for a 

comprehensive review of the entire process leading up to and at the COP. As a result the reports 

of the members of the delegation have been annexed to this document for review.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

- CONCLUSION - 
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APPENDIX I  
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Caribbean Youth Environment Network  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

December 15, 2009 

 

December 15, 2009, Copenhagen, Denmark. Today the Caribbean Youth Environment 

Network joins forces with our colleagues from Sustainable Marketing ï 350.org, Project 

Survival, Youth from the Pacific and the Maldives to announce our unequivocal support for the 

AOSIS proposal for the survival of the Kyoto Protocol and a Copenhagen Protocol to enhance 

the implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The 

content of this document illustrates a comprehensive approach toward ensuring the survival of 

our small islands and vulnerable states. This document details the mitigation and adaptation 

measures needed to ensure the survival of our small island territories that make up the Pacific 

and Caribbean regions. These proposals embodied in this document are not only reasonable but 

achievable all that is required is a demonstration of leadership and political will.  

 

In this regard, we wish to publicly commend the astute leadership of Ambassador, Dr. Dessima 

Williams and the vision, unity and ñstick-to-itiveness and singleness of purposeò demonstrated 

by the leaders and negotiators, of the two regions throughout the negotiation process.  

 

As this historic conference come closer to the end, it is our hope that the AOSIS proposal serves 

as the impetus for the remaining negotiations, and that our leaders will deliver a legally binding 

agreement that commits to the reduction of support CO2 emissions to below 350 parts per 

million (ppm) and a global temperature level of not more than1.5 degrees Celsius to ensure our 

survive on December 18
th
 2009. 

The Caribbean Youth Environment Network, as a regional youth organisation, has-been 

consistent in both words and deeds in its contribution to the regional and global climate change 

debate and programme. Thus, at our just concluded, 4
th
 biennial youth Exchange in the 

Dominican Republic in August of this year, youths from around the region conceptualized and 

affix their signatures to the Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration on Climate Change. A 

document which outlines; the vision of the Caribbean youths, supports the CARICOM 
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governments position on climate change as stated in the Lilliendaal Declaration on Sustainable 

Development and the AOSIS shared vision document.  

 

In keeping with our continuous path of advocacy, the CYEN joined forces with Project Pacific, a non 

governmental organisation from the Pacific to address the global developmental challenge of climate 

change. The collaboration has been developed out of a common goal and purpose by youth from both 

regions to ensure the survival of their vulnerable island homes. In demonstration of civil society 

support in both regions, the Caribbean and Pacific youth crafted ñThe Small Islands and Vulnerable 

States Declaration on Climate Changeò . The document lobbies global government leaders to deliver 

a legally binding agreement that commits to the reduction of carbon dioxide emissions to below 350 

parts per million (ppm) and an increase in global temperatures to no more than 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

 

It is the hope of the Caribbean and Pacific youth that the same spirit of camaraderie, passion and 

commitment to consensus that dominate the atmosphere of the youth discussions will transient into the 

negotiation rooms and create the environment for leaders to seal the deal on December 18, 2009 

 

For more information on the Caribbean Youth Environment Network and the Small Island and 

Vulnerable States Declaration please contact: Bevon Currie, Caribbean Delegation Head- 

bevon_currie@yahoo.com and or Mariama Branker, Caribbean Delegation Advisor cfc@cyen.org ; 

Te#: 4376055/56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYEN is the largest youth environmental network in the Caribbean and spans over 17 territories. The 
organisation holds a distinguished track record of youth lead environmental and sustainable development 
advocacy. This year CYEN is focusing on the issues of climate change as well as the promotion of sustainable 
livelihoods through education and awareness of young Caribbean people. 350.org is an international 
grassroots campaign on climate change.  Its primary goals are to raise awareness and build a movement 
around the need for a global treaty that puts the planet back on track to 350ppm CO2, the agreed-upon safe 
level of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere.  

 ### 

mailto:bevon_currie@yahoo.com
mailto:cfc@cyen.org
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APPENDIX II  
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Draft decision -/CP.15 

Proposal by the President 

Copenhagen Accord 

 

The Heads of State, Heads of Government, Ministers, and other heads of delegation present 

at the United Nations Climate Change Conference 2009 in Copenhagen, In pursuit of the 

ultimate objective of the Convention as stated in its Article 2, Being guided by the 

principles and provisions of the Convention, Noting the results of work done by the two Ad 

hoc Working Groups, Endorsing decision x/CP.15 on the Ad hoc Working Group on Long-

term Cooperative Action and decision x/CMP.5 that requests the Ad hoc Working Group 

on Further Commitments of Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol to continue its 

work, Have agreed on this Copenhagen Accord which is operational immediately. 

1. We underline that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time. We emphasise 

our strong political will to urgently combat climate change in accordance with the principle of 

common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. To achieve the ultimate 

objective of the Convention to stabilize greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere at a 

level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system, we shall, 

recognizing the scientific view that the increase in global temperature should be below 2 degrees 

Celsius, on the basis of equity and in the context of sustainable development, enhance our long-

term cooperative action to combat climate change. We recognize the critical impacts of climate 

change and the potential impacts of response measures on countries particularly vulnerable to its 

adverse effects and stress the need to establish a comprehensive adaptation programme including 

international support. GE.09-71523 

 

2. We agree that deep cuts in global emissions are required according to science, and as 

documented by the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report with a view to reduce global emissions so as 

to hold the increase in global temperature below 2 degrees Celsius, and take action to meet this 

objective consistent with science and on the basis of equity. We should cooperate in achieving 

the peaking of global and national emissions as soon as possible, recognizing that the time frame 

for peaking will be longer in developing countries and bearing in mind that social and economic 
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development and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing 

countries and that a low-emission development strategy is indispensable to sustainable 

development. 

3. Adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change and the potential impacts of response 

measures is a challenge faced by all countries. Enhanced action and international cooperation on 

adaptation is urgently required to ensure the implementation of the Convention by enabling and 

supporting the implementation of adaptation actions aimed at reducing vulnerability and building 

resilience in developing countries, especially in those that are particularly vulnerable, especially 

least developed countries, small island developing States and Africa. We agree that developed 

countries shall provide adequate, predictable and sustainable financial resources, technology and 

capacity-building to support the implementation of adaptation action in developing countries. 

4. Annex I Parties commit to implement individually or jointly the quantified economy-wide 

emissions targets for 2020, to be submitted in the format given in Appendix I by Annex I Parties 

to the secretariat by 31 January 2010 for compilation in an INF document. Annex I Parties that 

are Party to the Kyoto Protocol will thereby further strengthen the emissions reductions initiated 

by the Kyoto Protocol. Delivery of reductions and financing by developed countries will be 

measured, reported and verified in accordance with existing and any further guidelines adopted 

by the Conference of the Parties, and will ensure that accounting of such targets and finance is 

rigorous, robust and transparent. 

5. Non-Annex I Parties to the Convention will implement mitigation actions, including those to 

be submitted to the secretariat by non-Annex I Parties in the format given in Appendix II by 31 

January 2010, for compilation in an INF document, consistent with Article 4.1 and Article 4.7 

and in the context of sustainable development. Least developed countries and small island 

developing States may undertake actions voluntarily and on the basis of support. Mitigation 

actions subsequently taken and envisaged by Non-Annex I Parties, including national inventory 

reports, shall be communicated through national communications consistent with Article 12.1(b) 

every two years on the basis of guidelines to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties. Those 

mitigation actions in national communications or otherwise communicated to the Secretariat will 

be added to the list in appendix II. Mitigation actions taken by Non-Annex I Parties will be 
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subject to their domestic measurement, reporting and verification the result of which will be 

reported through their national communications every two years. Non-Annex I Parties will 

communicate information on the implementation of their actions through National 

Communications, with provisions for international consultations and analysis under clearly 

defined guidelines that will ensure that national sovereignty is respected. Nationally appropriate 

mitigation actions seeking international support will be recorded in a registry along with relevant 

technology, finance and capacity building support. Those actions supported will be added to the 

list in appendix II. These supported nationally appropriate mitigation actions will be subject to 

international measurement, reporting and verification in accordance with guidelines adopted by 

the Conference of the Parties. 

6. We recognize the crucial role of reducing emission from deforestation and forest degradation 

and the need to enhance removals of greenhouse gas emission by forests and agree on the need to 

provide positive incentives to such actions through the immediate establishment of a mechanism 

including REDD-plus, to enable the mobilization of financial resources from developed 

countries. 

7. We decide to pursue various approaches, including opportunities to use markets, to enhance 

the cost-effectiveness of, and to promote mitigation actions. Developing countries, especially 

those with low emitting economies should be provided incentives to continue to develop on a 

low emission pathway. 

8. Scaled up, new and additional, predictable and adequate funding as well as improved access 

shall be provided to developing countries, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 

Convention, to enable and support enhanced action on mitigation, including substantial finance 

to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD-plus), adaptation, 

technology development and transfer and capacity-building, for enhanced implementation of the 

Convention. The collective commitment by developed countries is to provide new and additional 

resources, including forestry and investments through international institutions, approaching 

USD 30 billion for the period 2010 . 2012 with balanced allocation between adaptation and 

mitigation. Funding for adaptation will be prioritized for the most vulnerable developing 

countries, such as the least developed countries, small island developing States and Africa. In the 
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context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation, developed 

countries commit to a goal of mobilizing jointly USD 100 billion dollars a year by 2020 to 

address the needs of developing countries. This funding will come from a wide variety of 

sources, public and private, bilateral and multilateral, including alternative sources of finance. 

New multilateral funding for adaptation will be delivered through effective and efficient fund 

arrangements, with a governance structure providing for equal representation of developed and 

developing countries. A significant portion of such funding should flow through the Copenhagen 

Green Climate Fund. 

9. To this end, a High Level Panel will be established under the guidance of and accountable to 

the Conference of the Parties to study the contribution of the potential sources of revenue, 

including alternative sources of finance, towards meeting this goal. 

10. We decide that the Copenhagen Green Climate Fund shall be established as an operating 

entity of the financial mechanism of the Convention to support projects, programme, policies and 

other activities in developing countries related to mitigation including REDD-plus, adaptation, 

capacity-building, technology development and transfer. 

11. In order to enhance action on development and transfer of technology we decide to establish 

a Technology Mechanism to accelerate technology development and transfer in support of action 

on adaptation and mitigation that will be guided by a country-driven approach and be based on 

national circumstances and priorities. 

12. We call for an assessment of the implementation of this Accord to be completed by 2015, 

including in light of the Convention.s ultimate objective. This would include consideration of 

strengthening the long-term goal referencing various matters presented by the science, including 

in relation to temperature rises of 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

APPENDIX I 

Quantified economy-wide emissions targets for 2020 

Annex I Parties Quantified economy-wide emissions targets for 2020 Emissions reduction in 

2020 Base year 
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APPENDIX II 

Nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing country Parties 

Non-Annex I Actions 

  



Caribbean Youth Environment Network 50 

APPENDIX III  
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ROXANNE BROWN  

 

Good afternoon to one and all. Today I present to you, an opportunity of a life time. I present to 

youéa unique specieéI present to you Me! A representative of an endangered specie, an 

endangered Caribbean peopleé an endangered Caribbean youthéan endangered Caribbean 

cultureéliving on endangered Caribbean landsélocated in an endangered Caribbean 

Regionéjust because of 20 years of inaction. My dear audience, those of you not from the 

Arctic and other Small Island Developing States, you are seated among cultures and people who 

are at risk and whose presence you are privileged to be in now, for if things are to continue as 

they were for the past 20 years, these precious cultures in another twenty years represented here 

today, may be no more. 

 

Year oneéa cry went outégreater damage is occurring simultaneouslyéthe cries are 

heardénothing is done. 

Year twoéthe cries continueéadditional damage is occurringéthe cries are heardénothing is 

done. 

Year threeéthe cries continue to ring outéunfortunately ignoredéthe damage increasesébut 

nothing is doneé 

Year 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10 the cries continue but they fall upon deaf ears, year 

`11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20éDecember 17, 2009éthe cries are still being heardéare they 

still being ignoredéthe damage will be  exacerbatedésomething must be doneéthe inaction 

must cease. 

 

Twenty years ago I was 5 years old when calls were being made by many to take some action to 

curtail the problems that are now facing us head on. I was not old enough to defend myself or the 

land that I still depend on for my sustenance, but I relied on the voices of those who cared about 

my health and well being who were crying out for something to be done. It is 20 years later, and 

I am old enough to speak, but unfortunately, the cries of those who went on before me and those 

who are here with us today, instead of being used for praising the worldôs community on a job 

well done in curbing the issue of climate change, our voices are being used as a warning alarm to 

show the world that something needs to be done now by the perpetrators of climate injustice. We 
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do not want the type of so-called action that they have been doing for the past 20 years, but we 

want the action that will take responsibility, stop any contribution to climate change and begin to 

act on correcting the damage done. 

 

When my people, first began noticing the effects of climate change, we did not have the 

compilation of the data collected by the brilliant scientists that put down the figures purported by 

the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change. But what we did have and continue to have are 

eyes that observed what was taking place around us and the basic common sense, which showed 

us that something eerie was occurring, that was different from what we heard from the stories 

told by our ancestors. Dead reefs, dying oceans, drying lands, destroyed beaches, changing 

seasons, hotter days,  .é nothing was done when we spoke out before because we donôt have the 

strings to pull on in the economic corridors. But our lands are on the brink of total devastation, 

the lands that we depend on heavily for our survival is in danger to sea level riseéour countries 

are susceptible to more frequent and more intense hurricanes, our health is at risk because of 

disease carrying vectorséand hundreds of lives have been lost and are still in danger of being 

lostéyet 20years of inaction has lapsed on byéand those that did the most harm, and have 

brought on this climatic war, have put us, the more susceptible and innocent ones, at the 

forefront of the battlefield. 

 

Because we are a people who have survived during devastating times, my organisation the 

Caribbean Youth Environment Network, to whom I can attribute my presence today at the 

COP15, designed a climate change advocacy and awareness programme on climate change. The 

programme was called the Caribbean Youth Programme for Action on Climate Change 

(CARYPACC), the idea was to have projects which were conducted around the region which 

dealt with mitigation and adaptation on climate change. We have committed to act, though we do 

not have the commitment from those guilty of endangering my future and the future of those who 

I represent.  

 

 The CYENôs biennial exchange was held in Guyana during August 2007 under the 

theme of "Save our Climate! Save our Earth! Youth can make a difference!!" The event 



Caribbean Youth Environment Network 53 

which focused on environmental impacts brought about by climate change, attracted the 

participation of twenty youth from four Caribbean territories and Argentina  

 From July to October of 2008 CYEN conducted an on-line course on the Introduction to 

Ecology, Environment and Development.  Over 40 youth and youth leaders participated 

in this project. It was designed to expand the knowledge of CYEN members in various 

areas including: Energy and Cycles; Biodiversity; Land degradation; Water resources; 

Climate Change; Pollution; Alternative energy; Waste management and Disaster 

management. The course was carried out by university trained members of CYEN who 

had the experience and knowledge in the particular subject areas. It was a clear example 

of the transference of information within the Network. 

 

 On April 21
st
, in celebration of Earth Day, CYEN was contracted by the UNDP to 

facilitate a national focus group consultation to discuss energy and sustainable 

development in the Caribbean. The outcomes of the process will assist and support Small 

Island Developing States (SIDS) in the identification of venues and practices that can 

help improve their energy security and access to sustainable energy services. This project 

will also provide support encouraging changes and cooperation within and between the 

countries of the region in order to facilitate more effective and successful provision of 

sustainable energy services and progress toward attainment of energy security. 

These are just a few of the actions we have taken to do our part in this battle. We make a 

call for below 350ppm of CO2 in the atmosphere and no more than 1.5 degrees Celsius rise in 

temperate. We support the CARICOM (Caribbean Communityôs call for reduction in emissions 

expressed in the Lilliendaal Declaration, Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration on 

climate change, the AOSIS stand and we support those who are committed to see a fair, and 

Legally Binding document agreed upon at COP 15.  

 

 I reiterate the major objectives being put forward by the Many Strong Voices Group.  

 1) To reduce global emissions to avoid 

catastrophic warming while recognizing common but differentiated 
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responsibilities between nations;  

2) To ensure adequate adaptation measures are 

taken in areas facing the adverse impacts of climate change now and in the 

future; and  

3) To include human rights protections in the final agreement. 

I would like to end with the reading of this poem written. 

 

350, 1.5 and Me! 

 

I see the thick dark smoke reaching for the skies 

The smell  

The view 

Iôm coughing too 

Who knew that mankindôs goals of success  

Would lead the world into one big mess 

Uh hmmmé 

But yet you ask me, 

ñWhat does 350 and 1.5 have to do with me?ò 

 

Ice melting 

Rivers drying 

Deserts growing 

Forests slowing 

Tides rising 

Islands sinking 

People relocating 

Yet we keep polluting 

 

Yes 

Cause 

Pockets are filling 
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Money is making 

Houses expanding 

But the environment is dying 

Industries growing 

But who caresékeep going 

The environment is dying 

Our environment is dying. 

And still you ask me 

ñWhat does 350 and 1.5 have to do with me?ò 

 

The same polluting 

The same contribution  

To our atmosphere is causing 

Ozone depletion  

That money you make  

Itôs killing our children 

Itôs killing our future 

Itôs killing our nation  

And you still ask me 

ñWhat does 350 and 1.5 have to do with me?ò 

 

Stop the polluting 

Stop the abusing 

Stop the raping  

Of our forests and resources 

Sustainable use 

Should be your only excuse 

For using Godôs blessing 

Of this Earth we depend on. 

 

Alternative energy though costly at first 
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Is cheaper in the long run 

Than repairing a damaged Earth 

350ppm of CO2  

1.5 degrees Celsius 

Is what we are demanding you to do  

Cause if we continue with this 

Is overcoming Earth with deathôs destructive kiss. 

 

We have done and are doing our partéI call on those who are responsible for this human rights 

issue, to do theirs. The Caribbean Youth Environment Network thanks you for allowing us to be 

part of this session. 
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APPENDIX IV  
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Small Island and vulnerable States Youth Declaration on COP15 

Negotiations. 

Copenhagen, Denmark, 2009. 

We the youth of the Small Island and vulnerable states support the AOSIS declaration on climate 

change (2009), Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration on climate change (2009), and 

Pasifika Youth Declaration on climate (2009) and urge world leaders to adopt the 

recommendations included in these documents. It is our plea that the outcome of the negotiations 

ensures the survival of vulnerable islands and states against the effects of climate change. 

 

We the small island and vulnerable states are already facing serious environmental, economic 

and social consequences as a direct result of climate change such as, cultural extinction due to 

forced migration, increased propagation of disease such as dengue fever and malaria, threat to 

our biodiversity, lack of food security and fresh water scarcity. We the youth of the Small Island 

and vulnerable states feel that it is a great injustice that although our nations do not contribute 

largely to global emissions, we are the ones paying the greatest price. 

 

As the generation that will have to deal with the consequences of the decisions that global 

leaders make at COP15 we demand that these decision makers recognise the importance and 

urgency of creating legally binding agreements which will secure the survival of our Small 

Island and vulnerable states. 

We now need world leaders to commit and take responsibility and develop a fair, transparent and 

equitable agreement that will ensure timely and sustainable access to financial and technical 

resources for climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

The time to act is now. The fact is we need to reduce green house gas emissions to 350 parts per 

million to ensure our survival. 2 Degrees is too high, 1.5 to survive. 

We are only asking for what is due to us, our right to our environment, our right to our homes, 

our right to our cultures, our right to identities and our right to exist. Do not deny us, seal the 

deal because survival is not negotiable. 
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Disclaimer Note: 

The views/opinions expressed in the Annexes of this report, belong to 

the delegates of the COP15 youth delegation; and do not necessarily 

reflect those of the CYEN Caribbean Secretariat.  

 

ANNEX A 
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      Caribbean Youth Environment Network 

1.1  Name and position MARIAMA BRANKER  

ADVISOR AND LOGISTICS COORDINATOR FOR T HE 

CARIBBEAN YOUTH DELEGATION  

1.2 Places visited Copenhagen, DENMARK 

1.3 Duration December 3
rd
-21

st
 

1.4 Date of Report March 1st 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1. PURPOSE OF TRIP 

 

 15 th  Conference of the Parties -United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, December 7-18 

 

 5th  Conference of Youth, December 5-6, 2009 

 

 

2. SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED OUT: 

 Caribbean Youth delegation advisor and logistics coordinator  

 Providing guidance and assistance to the members of the Caribbean 

youth delegation. 

 Liasing with the executive team of the Caribbean youth delegation. 

 Marketing the Caribbean youth environment network  with the 

media, Caribbean member country representatives 

 

 Youth participant registered under the Sustainable Markets 

Foundation  

 Attending youth meetings throughout the conference  

 Gaining experience on the United Nations process, specifically the 

UNFCCC 
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 Country delegate - representative of Barbados  

 Highlighting youth issues on climate change to the official Barbados 

delegation 

 Establishing and forging relationships with the members of the official 

UNFCCC Barbados delegation 

 

3. FUNDING 

Sponsorship for the participants was provided by the Sustainable Markets 

Foundation in addition to the Dutch government. The following table 

provides a list of the participants in addition to the source of funding for their 

trip.  

 

Participants who were sponsored by the Sustainable Markets Foundation 

were fully funded their accommodation and airfare costs and a modest 

stipend was given for food and incidentals while in Copenhagen.  

 

However those persons who were funded by the Dutch and St. Lucian 

governments were provided with a Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA) 

where they were expected to pay for their accommodation, food and other 

incidental costs. Airfare costs were also fully funded for these participants. 

 

 

Name of participant  Country  Source of Funding 

Arvis Mortimer  Bahamas Dutch Government  

Mariama Branker Barbados Sustainable Markets Foundation 

Bevon Currie Guyana Dutch Government 

Elon McCurdy Guyana Sustainable Markets Foundation 

Angela St. Denis St. Lucia St. Lucian Government 

Nintus Magre St. Lucia St. Lucian Government- CCCCC 

Shashion Thomas Jamaica Dutch Government 
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Yoland London St. Vincent Dutch Government 

Roxanne Browne Trinidad and Tobago Dutch Government 

Ryan Baseanoo Trinidad and Tobago Sustainable Markets Foundation 

 

Table 1 Showing the members of the Caribbean youth delegation and the 

source of funding  

  

4.  DETAILS OF ACTIVITIES: 

 

4.1  Details of Presentation (if applicable)  

 

CYEN participated in the Many Strong Voices side event which was held on 

the 18th of December at the Noronna Symril Line. The theme for the event 

was 20 years of Inaction. The initiative was hosted by the Many Strong 

Voices-Centre for International Climate and Environmental Research- Oslo.  

The representative for the presentation was Roxanne Brown, member of the 

CYEN Trinidad and Tobago chapter.   

 

3ÈÅ ÓÐÏËÅ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȾÉÎÁÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

Caribbean region on the issue of climate change. She also spoke of the work 

that CYEN has been doing over the past five (5) years on climate change, 

workshops, educational activities and advocacy.  

 

Ms. Brown finished the presentation with a poem about 350ppm and how a 

reduction in greenhouse gases to this limit will benefit the Caribbean.   
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4.2 Details of Meetings attended  

As the Caribbean Field Coordinator for CYEN and 350.org, where possible I 

attended some of the 350.org meetings. The purpose of which were to: 

 Determine and assign the specific roles that members of 350.org 

would play in the actions in Copenhagen. 

 Outline the advocacy work within each region on climate change. 

 To provide attendees with a summary on the progress of the COP15 

negotiations.  

 

I also attended meetings with the Hon. Stephenson King and the St. Lucia 

delegation. The meeting was held in the Bella Centre in the final week when 

there were restrictions on access for civil society members. As a result only 

those of us accredited under our national delegations (namely Ms. London, 

Mr. Magre, Ms. St. Denis and myself) were able to attend the meetings.  

 

4.3 Highlights of conference sessions, workshops and field trips  

The Conference of Youth 5 

The Conference of Youth (COY) was held from 

December 5th to 6th at the University of Copenhagen, 

City Campus.  

 

COY is a youth lead and youth focused event which for 

the past five years has preceded the Conference of Parties. 

 

The COY5 was planned and implemented by youth from around the world.  It 

included key note speeches as well as  capacity and skill building workshops 

in areas such as new media development, facilitation skills etc.  
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 The COY5 is an avenue to meet and interact with youth involved in climate change 

advocacy from around the world.  The agenda for the Conference of Youth is 

attached to this document in Appendix 1 .  

 

At the last COY, youth from the Small Island Developing States- the Maldives, Pacific 
and Caribbean created the Small Island and Vulnerable States Youth Declaration ɀ 
 

The document was fully supportive of the goals of the AOSIS shared vision 

document, the Lilliendaal declaration on sustainable development, the Santo 

Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration, the Pacifica youth declaration and the 

Maldivian youth declaration on climate change 

 

The Conference of Parties 15 

 
 
The Conference of Parties 15 (COP15) was held from December 7th-18th, 2009 at 

the Bella Centre in Copenhagen, Denmark. Since 1995, member states have been 

meeting annually in Conferences of the Parties (COP) to assess progress in dealing 

with climate change, as well as, to negotiate the Kyoto Protocol to establish legally 

binding obligations for developed countries to reduce their greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

  

Country delegates, scientists, international organisations and civil society 

organisations gathered from around the world to create what was to be a 

monumental decision on the climate change debate.  The COP15 was expected to 

produce a fair and equitable deal, which would replace the Kyoto protocol which is 

to expire in 2012. 

 

The document was expected to contain a clear framework on financing for 

adaptation and mitigation in developing countries. It was also set to establish clear 

parameters for reducing global greenhouse gas emissions in developing and 

developed countries.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol
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)Î ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÅÅË ÏÆ ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÉÏÎÓ Á ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÔÅÒÍÅÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ $ÁÎÉÓÈ 4ÅØÔȱ ×ÁÓ 

circulated to specific member states, international organisations and the 

international press. The document was said to have been created by the prime 

minister of Denmark along with other member countries of the Global North.  

Tuvalu and the African Nations protested against the use of the text at the COP15 as 

its creation was outside of the legal framework of the Convention on Climate 

Change.   

For developing countries, the Danish Text was problematic for the following 
reasons: 

 Developing countries would be responsible for double the emission cuts (per 

capita) of industrial nations 

 Developing countries would be forced to adopt broad per-capita emission 

cuts. 

 The UN would not be able to administer climate change programs, including 

finance, measurement, and reporting.  

 Developing countries would be split into two groups: "the most vulnerable" 

and those who can afford some or all of their disaster management needs. 

This would separate the lobbying efforts of emerging powers like China from 

the interests of poorer nations like South Africa.  

 The text included a goal of reducing global average temperatures to below 2 

degrees Celsius.  

 The document had several blank spaces in areas such as provision for 

financing and dates for collective emission peaks.  

 

AOSIS 

This is the negotiating bloc for small island developing states within the COP 

negotiations. The body is made up of members from the Caribbean, Pacific and 

Mediterranean Islands. The countries recognising the need for a clear, concise 

document which represented the needs of the most vulnerable developing nations, 

created the AOSIS proposal.  
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The AOSIS proposal established the main target for the reduction of global 

greenhouse gas emissions, a clear provision for financing for developing countries 

based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibility. The document 

built on the foundations of the Kyoto protocol and even included amendments to 

the Kyoto document.  The document seeks to develop frameworks for 

implementation for capacity building, technology transfer and financing.  It also 

acknowledges the important role of stakeholder participation to achieve its goals.  

 

4ÈÅ Ȭ#ÏÐÅÎÈÁÇÅÎ !ÃÃÏÒÄȭ was the final document produced from the COP15. It was 

drafted on the final day of the negotiations by United States, China, Brazil, India and 

South Africa. The document was then formally adopted by the UNFCCC as the 

outcome document of the COP15. 

 

The accord is not a legally binding document, but rather an important first step 

towards the development of a fully-ratifiable and legally binding treaty. However, 

the document does not state a deadline for the creation of this strong agreement. 

 

In terms of mitigation actions scientific evidence indicates the currently stated goal 

ÏÆ Á ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ !ÎÎÅØ ρ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ȬυϷ ÂÅÌÏ× ρωωπ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȭ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ 

realistically achieve a reduction of global temperatures to the Accord stated 2 

degrees Celsius. Scientific evidence has also indicated that the goal of 2 degrees 

Celsius is inadequate to reducing the impacts of climate change.  

 

The Copenhagen Accord also mentions the establishment of the REDD framework. 

However, it currently does not mention indigenous people (or other civil society 

stakeholders) and the impact the adoption of REDD-plus will have on their 

livelihoods.  

 

The good news about the Accord is that major emitting developing countries must 

now commit to mitigation actions under the Accord. The Accord also recognises the 

need for the provision of immediate financing by developed countries for 
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adaptation for the least developed countries and small island developing states. 

 

4ÈÅ ȬÓÉÌÖÅÒ ÌÉÎÉÎÇȭ ÆÏÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÉÓÌÁÎÄ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #aribbean 

is the below phrase from the Copenhagen Accord.  

 

 

 

 

 

This clause provides hope that the future legally-binding treaty on climate change 

could include a goal of 1.5 degrees Celsius. However, this would mean that the 

stated mitigation actions would need to be drastically adjusted, given that they are 

already inadequate to achieving 2 degrees Celsius.   

 

Table 2 presents some of the major points from the Danish text, the Copenhagen 

Accord and AOSIS proposal.. It gives an indication on the main points on financing, 

mitigation and REDD plus from these documents. 

ñéconsideration of strengthening the long-term goal referencing various matters 

presented by the science, including in relation to temperature rises of 1.5 degrees Celsius.ò 

The Copenhagen Accord, 2009 
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 The Danish Text  The Copenhagen Accord Caribbean/AOSIS proposal  

Financing  The Parties share the view that the strengthened 
financial architecture should be able to handle 
gradually scaled up international public support. 
International public finance support to 
developing countries [should/shall] reach the 
order of [X] billion USD in 2020 on the basis of 
appropriate increases in mitigation and 
adaptation efforts by developing countries. 
 
- Developed country parties commit to deliver 
upfront public financing for 2010-201[2] 
corresponding on average to [10] billion USD 
annually for early action, capacity building, 
technology and strengthening adaptation and 
mitigation readiness in developing countries as 
set forth in Attachment C; 
 
- 

-30 billion dollars  for developing nations over 

the period 2010-2012 

-100 billion dollars by 2020 to be jointly 

mobilised by developing countries drawing on a 

variety of sources: "public and private, bilateral 

and multilateral, including alternative sources of 

finance."  

A green climate fund will also be established 

under the deal. It will support projects in 

developing countries related to mitigation, 

adaptation, "capacity building" and technology 

transfer.  

-at least 1% of rich country GDP spent on 

"climate-inflicted damage est. 300 billion 

dollars. 

-Financial support for planning and 
implementing adaptation actions that 
address loss and damage in developing 
countries shall be provided by developed 
countries through the adaptation and 
insurance windows of the Multilateral Fund 
on Climate Change 

 

Temperature Rise  

 
 
-A limit global average temperature rise to a 
maximum of 2 degrees above pre-industrial 
levels. 
-Support the goal of a peak of global emissions as 
soon as possible, but no later than 
[2020],  

 

A view to reduce global emissions so as to hold 

the increase in global temperature below 2 

degrees Celsius, and take action to meet this 

objective consistent with science and on the 

basis of equity. 

 

-A limit global average temperatures to well 

below 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-

industrial levels and to long term 

stabilization of greenhouse gas 

concentrations in the atmosphere to well 

below 350 parts per million of carbon 
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- Support the goal of a reduction of global annual 
emissions in 2050 by at least 50 percent 
versus 1990 annual emissions, equivalent to at 
least 58 percent versus 2005 annual emissions.  
 
The Parties contributions towards the goal 
should take into account common but different 
responsibility and respective capabilities and a 
long term convergence of per capita emissions. 

-Annex I shall reduce their overall emissions of 

ÇÈÇȭÓ ÂÙ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ υ ÐÅÒ ÃÅÎÔ ÂÅÌÏ× ρωωπ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÉÎ 

the commitment period 2008 to 2012. 

dioxide. 

- Parties agree that reductions in global 

greenhouse gas emissions by more than 85% 

below 1990 levels by 2050 

- Annex I parties to the UNFCCC to reduce 
their collective GHG emissions by more 
than 45% below 1990 levels by 2020, and 
more than 95% below 1990 levels by 
2050, given their historical responsibility 

REDD (Reducing 

Emissions from 

Deforestation and 

Degradation)  

Reducing emissions from deforestation and 
forest degradation is an important aspect of the 
necessary response to climate change. 
Developing countries should contribute to 
enhanced mitigation actions through reducing 
emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation, maintaining existing and enhancing 
carbon stocks, and enhancing removals by 
increasing forest cover. 
 
Parties underline the importance of enhanced 
and sustained financial resources and positive 
incentives for developing countries to, through a 
series of phases, build capacity and undertake 
actions that result in measurable, reportable and 
verifiable greenhouse gas emission reductions 
and removal and changes in forest carbon stocks 

We recognize the crucial role of reducing 

emission from deforestation and forest 

degradation and the need to enhance removals 

of greenhouse gas emission by forests and agree 

on the need to provide positive incentives to 

such actions through the immediate 

establishment of a mechanism including REDD-

plus, to enable the mobilization of financial 

resources from developed countries. 

We decide to pursue various approaches, 

including opportunities to use markets, to 

All Parties shall aim to halt forest cover loss 
in developing countries by 2030 at the 
latest and reduce gross deforestation in 
developing countries by at least 50 per cent 
by 2020 compared to current levels. 
 
All Parties shall undertake policy approaches 
and positive incentives on issues relating to 
reducing emissions from deforestation and 
forest degradation (REDD) in developing 
countries; and the role of conservation, 
sustainable management of forests and 
enhancement of forest carbon stocks in 
developing countries. 
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TABLE 2 HIGHLIGHTING THE MAIN POINTS FROM THE DANISH TEXT, THE COPENHAGEN ACCORD AND THE AOSIS PROPOSAL 

in relation to reference emission levels.  
 
Parties collectively endorse the framework in 
Decision X/CP.15, with the aim of stabilizing 
forest cover in developing countries by [X] and 
reducing gross deforestation in developing 
countries by at least [XX]% by [2020] compared 
to current levels. 
 
 
Carbon markets  
An effective mitigation response requires a well 
functioning carbon market. Carbon markets have 
the potential to deliver significant mutual 
benefits to developed and developing countries 
in terms of both on-the-ground investment and 
environmental and energy security co-benefits.  
 
The Parties will work towards an effective and 
orderly transition from project based to more 
comprehensive approaches. They will also 
improve the existing project based carbon 
market mechanism in order to ensure the 
environmental integrity and further underpin a 
broad and liquid carbon market. [In this regard, 
the Parties endorse decision X3/CP.15 and 
X2/CMP.5.] 

enhance the cost-effectiveness of, and to 

promote mitigation actions. Developing 

countries, especially those with low emitting 

economies should be provided incentives to 

continue to develop on a low emission pathway. 
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YOUNGO 
YOUNGO is the representative body of the youth at the COP15. All individual youth and 

youth groups must seek approval from YOUNGO to coordinate any actions at any future 

COPs, having been awarded what is known as constituency status from the UNFCCC. 

 

The constituency is currently in a probationary period with this status, and it will be 

formalized prior to COP17 in 2011Constituency status legitimizes organisations as 

stakeholders in the UNFCCC process. 

 

 The rationale for the establishment of YOUNGO was, for youth: 

 To be seen as a more legitimate player in the negotiations. To gain greater access 

to meetings, resources and information 

 To improve our ability to be effective within the UNFCCC process. 

 To be a direct channel of communication with the UNFCCC secretariat 

 To be included in ongoing discussions with other civil society constituencies ɀ 

Labour, Gender, Indigenous Peoples, ENGOs, BINGOs, etc 

 To  be allowed time for plenary statements 

 To be permitted representation at workshops leading up to future Conferences of 

Parties. 

 To be assisted with representation at any restricted activity (things like high level 

VIP events) 

 To be able to book rooms at COP for meetings, press conference, etc 

 To access information such as deadlines, logistics developments, etc  

 

It is important to note that YOUNGO was established and is operated by youth from the 

Global North. Additionally, the Caribbean does not currently hold as has never been 

invited to hold a position on the Bottomlining Team (BLT). The BLT is the executive body 

of the YOUNGO organisation.  
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4.4 PR and Media links  

 

The youth delegation participated in a variety of public relations initiatives. The list below 

represents the initiatives in which I participated.  

i. Interview with PANOS Caribbean  

ii. Press Conference with Pacific Island Youth 

iii.  Radio Interview with UNRadio 

iv. Interview with CICERO-Many Strong Voices journalist 

 

It must also be stated that the interview with UNRadio received circulation on radio 

stations around the Caribbean for two weeks in the month of January via BBC Caribbean.  

 

A concise list of all of the press events attended by the Caribbean youth delegation 

and dates is provided in the overall delegation report.   

 

4.5 Networking  

 
The Caribbean youth delegation had the following networking objectives: 

 

 To strengthen the relationship with CYEN partner and affiliate organisations  

 

 To forge relationships with other non -governmental organisations and 

agencies to foster cooperation and to mobilize resources to enhance the 

work of CYEN. 

 

 To forge relationships with Caribbean governments to highlight the 

Caribbean youth opinion on climate change and the work of CYEN.  
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I was able to meet and interact with high level technocrats from Belize, Barbados, 

Grenada and St. Vincent. I also spoke with representatives of civil society organisations 

such as Project Survival, Many Strong Voices and YOUNGO. In all cases I was able to 

effectively speak on the work of the CYEN in the Caribbean on climate change. 

Additionally, expressing the interests of the organisation to continue to work on climate 

change advocacy and education..  

 

A full list of contacts and contact information was presented to the CYEN office of the 

Executive Coordinator.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The work done by the members of the CYEN as part of the Caribbean Climate Change 

Programme for Action laid the foundation for Caribbean youth to be present at the COP15.  

 

The Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration, along with the information provided by 

the regional office prior to the Conference of Parties provided the delegates at the COP15 

on the past work of CYEN on climate change.  

 

The Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration was also important as it demonstrated 

the commitment of Caribbean youth to reducing global greenhouse gas emissions and 

their support for the position of our Caribbean government leaders.  

 

Despite severe climatic conditions and logistical constraints, I believe that the impact of 

the youth delegation was felt at COP15.  I hope that any future delegations can build upon 

our experiences to ensure that they take full advantage of available resources and 

avenues to promote CYEN and the Caribbean youth position on COP15.  
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APPENDIX 1  
 

TRACK 1: UNDERSTANDING COP15  
 

COP overview and orientation 

Update on climate science  

What's at stake? Climate impacts and climate justice 

What's at stake? Climate impacts and climate justice (Español)  

What's at stake? Climate impacts and climate justice (Français)  

Youth at COP + YOUNGO -- Sebastien Duyck 

Utilizing a day at the COP effectively  

 

COP policy nuts and bolts 

The Process of the UNFCCC 1 -- Thomas SPENCER 

The Process of the UNFCCC 2 (advanced session)  -- Thomas SPENCER 

Specific AWG-LCA, AWG-KP policies -- Matt Maiorana 

Adaptation  

Carbon trading, CDM, and REDD - Josh Kahn Russell and Gemma Tillack 

Finance + Technology Transfer  

 

 

TRACK 2: BUILDING A GLOBAL MOVEMENT FOR COP AND BEYOND  
 

Storytelling 1 - Phil Aroneanu and Casper Ter Kuile 

Storytelling 2 - Phil Aroneanu and Casper Ter Kuile 

New media - reporting out from the COP - blogging, video, photo, social media - Project 

Survival Media 

Traditional media - writing press releases, media advisories - Jamie Henn and Landry 

Ninteretse 

Talking to the Media  

Talking to the Media (Español)  

Talking to the Media (Français)  

 

Local campaign tactics and best practices (for COP and for home) 

Actions and stunts - action factory folks, Josh Kahn Russell 

 

Strategy 101 

Goals, targets, tactics - with COP as our case example - Whit, Phil, etc., Aussies 

Campaign nuts and bolts - fundraising, networking, lobbying, event organizing, etc...  

Group facilitation and running good meetings ïIbraheem Ceesay/Madeleine Gardner 



 Caribbean Youth Environment Network 76 76 

APPENDIX 2  

 

Small Islands and Vulnerable States Youth Declaration on 

COP15 Negotiations. 

Copenhagen, Denmark, 2009. 

We the youth of the Small Island and vulnerable states support the AOSIS declaration on 

climate change (2009), Santo Domingo Caribbean Youth Declaration on climate change 

(2009), and Pasifika Youth Declaration on climate (2009) and urge world leaders to adopt the 

recommendations included in these documents. It is our plea that the outcome of the 

negotiations ensures the survival of vulnerable islands and states against the effects of climate 

change. 

 

We the small island and vulnerable states are already facing serious environmental, economic 

and social consequences as a direct result of climate change such as, cultural extinction due to 

forced migration, increased propagation of disease such as dengue fever and malaria, threat to 

our biodiversity, lack of food security and fresh water scarcity. We the youth of the Small 

islands and vulnerable states feel that it is a great injustice that although our nations do not 

contribute largely to global emissions, we are the ones paying the greatest price. 

 

As the generation that will have to deal with the consequences of the decisions that global 

leaders make at COP15 we demand that these decision makers recognise the importance and 

urgency of creating legally binding agreements which will secure the survival of our Small 

Island and vulnerable states. 

We now need world leaders to commit and take responsibility and develop a fair, transparent 

and equitable agreement that will ensure timely and sustainable access to financial and 

technical resources for climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

The time to act is now. The fact is we need to reduce green house gas emissions to 350 parts 

per million to ensure our survival. 2 Degrees is too high, 1.5 to survive. 
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We are only asking for what is due to us, our right to our environment, our right to our homes, 

our right to our cultures, our right to identities and our right to exist. Do not deny us, seal the 

deal because survival is not negotiable. 

 

APPENDIX 3 
 

 

Draft decision -/CP.15 

Proposal by the President 

Copenhagen Accord 

 

The Heads of State, Heads of Government, Ministers, and other heads of delegation 

present at the United Nations Climate Change Conference 2009 in Copenhagen, In 

pursuit of the ultimate objective of the Convention as stated in its Article 2, Being guided 

by the principles and provisions of the Convention, Noting the results of work done by the 

two Ad hoc Working Groups, Endorsing decision x/CP.15 on the Ad hoc Working Group 

on Long-term Cooperative Action and decision x/CMP.5 that requests the Ad hoc 

Working Group on Further Commitments of Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol to 

continue its work, Have agreed on this Copenhagen Accord which is operational 

immediately. 

1. We underline that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time. We 

emphasise our strong political will to urgently combat climate change in accordance 

with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 

capabilities. To achieve the ultimate objective of the Convention to stabilize greenhouse 

gas concentration in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 

anthropogenic interference with the climate system, we shall, recognizing the scientific 

view that the increase in global temperature should be below 2 degrees Celsius, on the 

basis of equity and in the context of sustainable development, enhance our long-term 

cooperative action to combat climate change. We recognize the critical impacts of 

climate change and the potential impacts of response measures on countries particularly 
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vulnerable to its adverse effects and stress the need to establish a comprehensive 

adaptation programme including international support.  

2. We agree that deep cuts in global emissions are required according to science, and as 

documented by the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report with a view to reduce global 

emissions so as to hold the increase in global temperature below 2 degrees Celsius, and 

take action to meet this objective consistent with science and on the basis of equity. We 

should cooperate in achieving the peaking of global and national emissions as soon as 

possible, recognizing that the time frame for peaking will be longer in developing 

countries and bearing in mind that social and economic development and poverty 

eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries and that a low-

emission development strategy is indispensable to sustainable development. 

3.   Adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change and the potential impacts of 

response measures is a challenge faced by all countries. Enhanced action and 

international cooperation on adaptation is urgently required to ensure the 

implementation of the Convention by enabling and supporting the implementation of 

adaptation actions aimed at reducing vulnerability and building resilience in developing 

countries, especially in those that are particularly vulnerable, especially least developed 

countries, small island developing States and Africa. We agree that developed countries 

shall provide adequate, predictable and sustainable financial resources, technology and 

capacity-building to support the implementation of adaptation action in developing 

countries. 

4.  Annex I Parties commit to implement individually or jointly the quantified economy-

wide emissions targets for 2020, to be submitted in the format given in Appendix I by 

Annex I Parties to the secretariat by 31 January 2010 for compilation in an INF 

document. Annex I Parties that are Party to the Kyoto Protocol will thereby further 

strengthen the emissions reductions initiated by the Kyoto Protocol. Delivery of 

reductions and financing by developed countries will be measured, reported and verified 

in accordance with existing and any further guidelines adopted by the Conference of the 

Parties, and will ensure that accounting of such targets and finance is rigorous, robust 

and transparent. 
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5.  Non-Annex I Parties to the Convention will implement mitigation actions, including 

those to be submitted to the secretariat by non-Annex I Parties in the format given in 

Appendix II by 31 January 2010, for compilation in an INF document, consistent with 

Article 4.1 and Article 4.7 and in the context of sustainable development. Least 

developed countries and small island developing States may undertake actions 

voluntarily and on the basis of support. Mitigation actions subsequently taken and 

envisaged by Non-Annex I Parties, including national inventory reports, shall be 

communicated through national communications consistent with Article 12.1(b) every 

two years on the basis of guidelines to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties.  

Those mitigation actions in national communications or otherwise communicated to the 

Secretariat will be added to the list in appendix II. Mitigation actions taken by Non-

Annex I Parties will be subject to their domestic measurement, reporting and 

verification the result of which will be reported through their national communications 

every two years. Non-Annex I Parties will communicate information on the 

implementation of their actions through National Communications, with provisions for 

international consultations and analysis under clearly defined guidelines that will ensure 

that national sovereignty is respected. Nationally appropriate mitigation actions seeking 

international support will be recorded in a registry along with relevant technology, 

finance and capacity building support.  

Those actions supported will be added to the list in appendix II. These supported 

nationally appropriate mitigation actions will be subject to international measurement, 

reporting and verification in accordance with guidelines adopted by the Conference of 

the Parties. 

6.  We recognize the crucial role of reducing emission from deforestation and forest 

degradation and the need to enhance removals of greenhouse gas emission by forests 

and agree on the need to provide positive incentives to such actions through the 

immediate establishment of a mechanism including REDD-plus, to enable the 

mobilization of financial resources from developed countries. 
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7.  We decide to pursue various approaches, including opportunities to use markets, to 

enhance the cost-effectiveness of, and to promote mitigation actions. Developing 

countries, especially those with low emitting economies should be provided incentives 

to continue to develop on a low emission pathway. 

8.  Scaled up, new and additional, predictable and adequate funding as well as improved 

access shall be provided to developing countries, in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of the Convention, to enable and support enhanced action on mitigation, 

including substantial finance to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest 

degradation (REDD-plus), adaptation, technology development and transfer and 

capacity-building, for enhanced implementation of the Convention. The collective 

commitment by developed countries is to provide new and additional resources, 

including forestry and investments through international institutions, approaching USD 

30 billion for the period 2010-2012 with balanced allocation between adaptation and 

mitigation. Funding for adaptation will be prioritized for the most vulnerable 

developing countries, such as the least developed countries, small island developing 

States and Africa.  

In the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation, 

developed countries commit to a goal of mobilizing jointly USD 100 billion dollars a 

year by 2020 to address the needs of developing countries. This funding will come from 

a wide variety of sources, public and private, bilateral and multilateral, including 

alternative sources of finance. New multilateral funding for adaptation will be delivered 

through effective and efficient fund arrangements, with a governance structure 

providing for equal representation of developed and developing countries. A significant 

portion of such funding should flow through the Copenhagen Green Climate Fund. 

9.  To this end, a High Level Panel will be established under the guidance of and 

accountable to the Conference of the Parties to study the contribution of the potential 

sources of revenue, including alternative sources of finance, towards meeting this goal. 

10. We decide that the Copenhagen Green Climate Fund shall be established as an 

operating entity of the financial mechanism of the Convention to support projects, 
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programme, policies and other activities in developing countries related to mitigation 

including REDD-plus, adaptation, capacity-building, technology development and 

transfer. 

11. In order to enhance action on development and transfer of technology we decide to 

establish a Technology Mechanism to accelerate technology development and transfer 

in support of action on adaptation and mitigation that will be guided by a country-driven 

approach and be based on national circumstances and priorities. 

12. We call for an assessment of the implementation of this Accord to be completed by 

2015, including in light of the Convention.s ultimate objective. This would include 

consideration of strengthening the long-term goal referencing various matters presented 

by the science, including in relation to temperature rises of 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

APPENDIX I 

Quantified economy-wide emissions targets for 2020 

Annex I Parties Quantified economy-wide emissions targets for 2020 Emissions reduction in 

2020 Base year 

APPENDIX II 

Nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing country Parties 

Non-Annex I Actions 
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ANNEX B 
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NAME: Roxanne J Brown 

CHAPTER: CYEN Trinidad and Tobago 

EVENT: COY5 and COP15 

LOCATION: Copenhagen, Denmark 

DURATION OF EVENT: December 5-18
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, 2009 

 


